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by Roger Amsden
News Correspondent

LACONIA - “It’s quite an
adrenaline rush for an old
man” says Terry Murphy
of Terry Murphy’s Court
Street Auto, who for the
last year and a half has
been taking part in Sports
Car Club of New Hamp-
shire events with his Pon-
tiac Solstice GXP.

THE MurrHYS: FAMILY THAT
RipEs TOGETHER STAYS TOGETHER

- that his son, Terry Murphy |
IV, was having and says
he’s really into the chal-
lenges posed in the Team
Autocross events held in
the parking lot at New
Hampshire International
Speedway.

“I really like it. The rallies
and the other events are
fun too,” he says.

Murphy and his wife

Deanne have run Terry

Murphy got into the sport 1erry Murphy competing in his Pontiac Solstice  \fyrphy’s Court Street Auto
after watching all the fun GXPat one of the SCCNH events. courTesY PHOTO Spe TEAM MURPHY on 42

TEAM MURFHY fom {
simee 1994, turning it into
a acurth end institution
with a lewval customer hass
which has aeen it through
poad trmies and had thanks
ter the word-of-mouth rec-
ommendarions

The younger Murphy,
wha drives a turbacharged
Subaru Impreza WEX,
recalls pumping gas at
his parent's business as
a teenager and develop-
ing his life-long fascing
tiom with sports cars while
working there.

“Lused to ride quads and
dirt bikes, I've always besn
a fan of rally mcing that's
e | gort imto it five years
ago. It's also nice o e
gomething that my dad
and 1 can do together,” he
BV

He's currently working
on another race car for
himsaelf, a Subaru Impreza
RS that's outside in the
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corner of the parking Lot
at his father's aute service
and gag station

He aaye that he's strip-
ping the Subar doam, in
stalling a full roll cage and
race seats while working to
irestall & rew emgine.

At doeant take much to
get into this sport, which
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1% really good. You can get
older cars and fix them
up like & kot of people do
with Honda Civiea from
the | 9= and rece npainst
the clock with the high end
carsg. Or you can use the
family sedan if that's what
you want to do. There's a

See TEAM MURPHY on 43
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Terry Murphy works on his pew racing car, a Sobaru

Trpreza.
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New engine for Terry Murpliy s racing car is on the block.
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TEAM MURPHY (rom 42
great group of people in
tha chub snd they're really
dedicated. ™

He said that the auto
cross events test deiving
akill over a eghort, minia-
ture rosd erurse clearly de
fined by using traffic cones
which are set up in one of
the large parking lots at the
Specdway

Each vehicle is timed in-
dividually as it nepotiates
a course that puts the eme-
phasiz on driver skill and
vehilels handling using thime
a8 a meansg to measurs
skill level

Murph¥ says that the
shills learmesd and proscticed
i thase events, including

smonth transitons, en-
heneed braking and skid
oorrection, actieally male
peaple better street driv-
(S5

“It really improves your
akility to handle the raad in
amy condition and makes
wvou a safer driver,” he
BAYE.

He aaid that the club's
rules and guidelines for
the auteeToss cover nar
ticipant, site, safety and
vehicle capabilities and
are the result of the club's
more than 50 years of ex-
PEriende,

There are course sian-
dards that st be met o
protect the participant, the
facility snd the neighbor-

humaed, ALl cars st pass a
safety mapection. SCCMH
sanctioned svents are con
ducted under the watchfial
eves of safely stewards,
enauring that autoscross
is one of the aafest motor-
BPOTTS

He said the events are
lewar-keyvend, with the empha-
aiz on fun. Instructors are
available to assist and ride
along with novice drivers or
any driver whao feels they

could nse some improve-
ment. At the beginning of
each seasom an mutocToss
srhnnl is held where drivers
ean beam how to aulocross
or improve their skills with
inatruction from the ex-
perta, The school provides
an opportunity for drivers
o test the handling ability
of their car and thetr capa-
bility az a driver in a safe,
controlled environment.
There are alse drifring

events, which were recently
added to the club's sched-
ule

Drifting refers to A driv
ing techrigque and toa mao-
torapaoat where the driver
intentionally overstesrs,
cauging loss of mraction in
the rear wheels through
turns, while maintaining
wvehicle control and a high
et gpeed.
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Terry and Deanoe n”nrp.k_'r with their son Terry ot Terry Murpioe's Conrt Streer Awio o

FLacaonia.
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A car is said to be drifting
when the rear slip angle is
greater than the fromt slip
angle prior to the cormer
apex, and the ront wheels
are polnting in the apposite
direction to the tom [eg
car ia maming left, wheels
are pointed right or vice
versa), and the driver is
contralling these factors.
Az a matorsport, the diiv-
ere are judged on their
drifting techmigque,

The events are run by
a group called Dt Spot,
which sets the rules, han-
dies registration, seta up
the course and provide
instruction to those who
want to learn the tech-
rUeE.

“It's realby excling,” says
burphy, who says that this
coming winter the chub will
hiold a WinterCross event
at the Speadway on Febru
ary 27 in which the parlang
Lot iz jeed down to prowide a
real challenge,

Founded in 1956, The
Sports Car Club of Newr
Hampshire is open o any
PErEon whao is interested
in automoblles and auto-
mobile activities. Safety
and improvement of driv
ing =kills are stressed at
all events. The events have
included autocross, con-
course, rallics, hillclimbs,
rime trials, ice races and
wintercross

s =verits are held at the
Speedway ard at the Hobo

ADGER AMBDEN PHOTO

Railroad in Lineoln, whach
was the site earlier this
month of SCCNHs anmual
ralty. Thers is alsa &noan

nual hillelimb in Ascutnes,
Vermaont.

Murphy was in charge of
bath the Autocross event,
which had 52 entries on
Mowember &, and the Rum
ble, & tesrm avtocross @vent
with four people in a oar,
thue following day and says
that all went well

The chub has 104 mem
bers and has been asked to
sanction the Mount Wash-
ingran Hillelimb which will
be held next June

For more infoamation on
the club visit its website
www.sermh oy,



